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Women’s Media Watch-Jamaica acknowledges with

Thanks the support of:
Whose News and Views?
A survey of Women’s and Men’s Participation in the News

1.   Introduction 
Why focus on the news? Because it is the major source of information, facts, ideas and opinions for people throughout the world. In today's 24-hour news environment, it matters profoundly who and what is selected to appear in news coverage, and how individuals and events are portrayed. Equally, it matters who is left out and what is not covered.

  -  from Who Makes The News, 2005
      World Association for Christian Communication

News media’s role in shaping beliefs, attitudes and standards makes them a significant force in socialization and the formation of gender norms.  Over the last two decades, television, radio stations as well as cable companies  have solidified their positions on the local media landscape. However, with the proliferation of media in Jamaica there has also been greater corporate conglomeration.  

The way in which the events of the day are gathered and sorted and presented as ‘news’ is highly selective. Editors and producers of news make many choices - choosing which issue or event or person is more important or ‘newsworthy’ than another. This judgment is influenced by the values of media workers, media managers and media owners. 

Over a period of 21 years,  Women’s Media Watch-Jamaica has focused its attention on gender representation in the media within our overall programme of work of promoting gender equity and challenging gender based violence.

Worldwide, the media are now seen  to have a key role in enabling societies to achieve gender equality. The 4th United Nations World Conference on Women, 1995, produced the Beijing Platform for Action which recognized the Media as one of the Critical Areas for Action. 

Also in 1995, the first Global Media Monitoring Project (GMMP) took place, an initiative of the World Association for Christian Communication (WACC). The GMMP systematically monitors the representation of women and men in news content. It provides a unique global analysis of who makes news, in what capacity, and with what level of authority.

Women’s Media Watch took part in that ground breaking research project, compiling the data for Jamaica. The GMMP has become a global tool of analysis of gender representation in the media, taking place every five (5) years.

 GMMP 1995 took place in 71 countries, followed by GMMP 2000, GMMP 2005 and GMMP 2009-2010 when over 120 countries took part. Jamaica and several other Caribbean territories have taken part in every GMMP media monitoring project since 1995.  
The GMMP uses a gender lens to analyze the news on one single day all around the world. The validity of the research  is based on trends that can be seen regionally and globally. Consistent trends have been found from 1995 to the present in the way that women and men are portrayed and/or stereotyped in  the news. 

2.   Background to WMW’s Research 

In the Beijing Platform for Action, Section J,  NGOs and  media associations are urged to ‘monitor the media and consult with the media to ensure that women's needs and concerns are properly reflected'.  The GMMP has been a response to this call. GMMP data  reveal many areas of concern such as the overall under-representation of women in the news, imbalances in how women’s and men’s views are reported and stories which continue to reinforce rather than challenge gender stereotypes. 

While the results of the global GMMP have been useful, this  global data may not fully reflect the local reality. In 1995 and 2005, when summary reports which focused specifically on the Caribbean data were extracted from the global GMMP data, these were very useful for training and advocacy purposes. Therefore, Women’s Media Watch decided to undertake this local News Media Monitoring project in order to gain a snapshot of the situation in the Jamaican news media. A gender-aware review of the nature and quality of news content nationally also seemed appropriate in light of the expansion and shifts in the local media environment. 
Thus, in July 2009, with support from the United Nations Trust Fund for Women (UJNTF)  and the World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) , WMW embarked on a local survey of the participation of women and men in the Jamaican news media.. 

3.   Methodology

3.1   The Global Media Monitoring Project (GMMP) research methodology was used, to ensure that the Jamaican data could be compared with the data from the global GMMP project. 

Media monitors applied a standardized set of monitoring tools to collect the necessary information. There were two main aspects to the monitoring. First, monitors collected quantitative data which provided a detailed picture of the numbers of women and men in the news, the types of story in which they were found, the roles they played in the news etc. 
For each of the three news media - television, radio and newspapers -  a  guide was given to each monitor that set out the areas in which information was needed and the range of possible answers. Monitors entered their coded responses on a coding sheet. 

Second was the qualitative monitoring that sought to explore the quality of the coverage. Monitors were asked to identify stories on television, radio and in newspapers also based on general guidelines. 

In the case of radio and television news, monitors coded the most important newscasts of the day.. For newspapers, 12 to 14 stories appearing on the main news pages of the publication were coded. Sections of news packages (radio or tv) devoted entirely to sports or the sports sections of newspapers, were not included.

Media monitors thus coded information on the following variables for each news story, each person in the story and each reporter or presenter : 

· Page Number (print media) or Item Number  (radio/tv newscast) of story

· Story Topic

· Scope of Story (local , national, regional, international)

· Reference to gender equality/human rights policies 

· Sex, Age, Role of Reporter, Anchor/Presenter

· Sex, Age, Occupation  of Person in story

· Function of person in story as spokesperson, expert, eye witness etc

· Reference to Family Relationship for person in story

· Portrayed as victim or survivor

· Person directly quoted

· Person appearing in photograph

· Women central to story

· Reference to gender equality/inequality

· Story challenges  or does not challenge gender stereotypes

· Story worthy of further analysis

3.2    The Media Sample :
The sample comprised 323 news stories from 25 newscasts and newspapers from  in seven (7) different print, radio or television media.  

Information was collected for five (5) randomly selected days between July 9 and 24, 2009.  The five (5) coding days were completed with varying degrees of success, a few technical difficulties meant that the television newscasts for the 9th, did not form part of the analysis.  The media were selected as follows:

Print: Three (3) national newspapers with highest readership:

· The Star

· The Gleaner

· The Jamaica Observer

Radio:  Two (2) national radio stations with highest  listenership:

· RJR 94.1 FM

· IRIE FM

Television:  Two (2) national free-to-air stations :

· TVJ (television)

· CVM (television)

The total sample comprised newscasts and newspapers as follows:

	Media

	No. of  Newspapers
	No. of Newscasts
	Total

	The Gleaner
	5
	
	

	Daily Observer
	4
	
	

	The Star
	4
	
	

	RJR FM
	
	2
	

	IRIE FM
	
	3
	

	TVJ
	
	4
	

	CVM tv
	
	3
	

	
	
	
	

	Total
	13
	12
	25


Dates of News  : The  composite 5-day week of news (Monday to Friday) was selected using random  sampling techniques, and  included the following dates: July 9, July 14, July 15, July 20, July 24, 2009

3.3   Media Monitors:

The volunteer media monitors were trained by Georgia Love of WMW, who coordinated the monitoring process.  Participants included 12 women and 2 men from the Women’s Media Watch volunteer base, PANOS-Caribbean (news making agency) and former students of CARIMAC (Caribbean Institute of Media & Communication, UWI).  
Coupled with the training  were two scheduled group coding days in which several monitors coded a number of their stories.  This approach facilitated persons actually completing the designated monitoring and allowed for greater discussion and collaboration between the monitors. 

Though the training was for specific use with the GMMP type monitoring system, the approach and framework for analysis is seen as extremely useful for improving the capacity of Women’s Media Watch volunteers in their ongoing monitoring of the local media.  The organization continues to strengthen its monitoring facility so as to more readily respond to journalistic weaknesses and contraventions. 

4.   Findings

A. News Topics : 
The main topics covered in the news sample were:
· Crime and violence, bribery, corruption,  

· Domestic politics and government; national security
· Economic policies and strategies, economic crisis

· Social and legal issues
The highest number of stories  fell in the category of Crime and Violence. This category comprises non-violent and violent crime including gender-based violence, theft, corruption, drugs, sexual violence, abuse of children, riots, terrorism, war, disasters and accidents. It was found that nearly one third, or 30%, of all stories fell in the category of Crime and Violence. 

Only half that number of stories fell in any of the next three categories

· Politics & Government – 16.1%

· Economy & Transport  - 15.8%. 
· Social & Development Issues -  12.4%

These  three  story topics, along with crime and violence,  accounted for most of the news stories in the sample. (see Table 1)

Table 1.  Number of Stories in each Topic / Category:

Category of Story


No. of Stories
     Percentage
Crime & Violence


   97



30%
Politics & Government


   52



16.1%

Economy
 & Transport
  

   51



15.8%
Social & Development Issues

   40



12.4%

Legal Issues




   36



11.1%

Science & Health


  
   27



 8.4%
Celebrity, Arts, Media & Sports
   
    9



 2.8%
The Girl Child



   
    6



 1.9%
Education




    5



 1.5%
____________________________________________________
Total No. of Stories


 323




There is a clear imbalance between Crime and Violence (30% of news stories) and any other topic, with Education accounting for less than 1.5%) of all stories.
B.  News Subjects (People in the News)

A total of 666 identifiable females and males appeared in the 323 news stories. (This figure does not include groups of persons who could not be identified individually). 
Of these 708 people, 28.8% were females and 71.2% were males - in other words, men appeared more than twice as often as women.  
Table 2: Number of Females and Males appearing in the News

F/M


Total

 Percentage

Females


478


28.2%

Men 


188


71.8%

______________________________________________________
Total


666


100%
The finding of under-representation of women is similar to the well-documented global findings in the news (GMMP  1995, GMMP 2000, GMMP 2005 and GMMP 2009). However, the gender ratio in the current Jamaican data, though still unbalanced, is an improvement on the gender disparity in the GMMP global data.  The GMMP 2009 preliminary data show a ratio of 24 women to 76 men (while in previous GMMP studies, 1995-2005, the gender disparity was greater.)
C.   News Reporters 
The Reporter was identified in 179 of the 323  news stories, i.e. a little over half (55%)  of all stories, allowing monitors to identify the sex of the reporter. Particularly in the STAR newspaper, many stories are not accompanied by the name of any reporter. Of the identified reporters, the female/male ratio reflected a higher proportion of males to females: 
Percent  females  - 
40.2 %
Percent  males  -
59.8 %
Given the under-representation of females in the news overall, it was relevant to examine in whose stories they appear. It was found that stories by female reporters include a higher proportion (35.4%) of female news sources, than stories by male reporters: 
D. Who is quoted directly?
Of all people appearing in the news, one in five was quoted directly. Of these, 31% were women, 69% were men. This proportion is similar to the overall sex ration, i.e., 22:78 female to male ratio of persons appearing  in the news. This finding suggests that although women appear far less than men, when they do appear, they are as likely as men to be quoted directly. 

E.  In what story topics do women and men appear?
Due to the overall under-representation of women (28:72 ratio of women to men), there are more men in all categories of stories, except in stories on celebrities and on family relations  (a sub topic  in the category of ‘Social Issues’).  
Thus, there are four males to every one female in stories on Politics and Government. There are more than three (3) males to every female, in news stories on Crime and Violence and Economy.(see Table 3)

	Table 3 : Story Topic & Gender of People in Story

	Story Topic
	Total M
	Total F
	 
	% male
	% female

	Crime & Violence
	152
	45
	 
	77.2
	22.8

	Social, Development & Education
	68
	37
	 
	64.8
	35.2

	Politics & Government
	81
	20
	 
	80.2
	19.8

	Economy & Transport
	68
	20
	 
	77.3
	22.7

	Legal Issues
	57
	22
	 
	73.6
	26.4

	Science, Technology, Health 
	31
	21
	 
	59.6
	40.4

	Celebrity, Arts, Media, Sports
	10
	17
	 
	37.0
	63.0

	The Girl Child
	11
	6
	 
	64.7
	35.3

	Total 
	478
	188
	
	
	


Although there is numerical disparity in the representation of females and males throughout the news, the way they are spread across the different story topics is sometimes similar.  

Stories on crime, violence and accidents account for nearly one-third of all males (32%), and one quarter of all females (24%). However, the breakdown of sub-topics shows some differences between males and females. Females appear slightly more often in stories on disasters, accidents and gender based violence, whereas males appear more in stories on corruption, theft and drugs.  (See Table 4 below)  In these stories, females and males may appear  in various roles such as :
· Perpetrators of crime and/or violence

· Victims, survivors, or witnesses  

· Professionals such as police,  judiciary, government spokespersons
Table 4 :  Females and Males in news stories on crime & violence

	 CRIME AND VIOLENCE 

 
	Percentage of all  males appearing in this topic
	Percentage of all  females appearing in this topic

	Crime & violence (non-sexual) inc. theft, drugs, corruption, riots, terrorism
	24.9%
	13.8%

	Gender based violence, sexual violence against children, child abuse
	2.5%
	3.7%

	Disaster, accidents
	4.4%
	6.4%

	Proportion of all females or males in stories on crime & violence
	         31.8%
	         23.9%


Proportions of Females and Males  in other Story Topics: 
The next categories of stories with any notable numbers of both male and female news subjects are the categories of Politics & Government, Social & Development Issues and Economics. The spread of males and females varies according to topic. (see Table 5 below)
Among females, one in five (19.7%) appears in stories on Social & Development issues ( compared to 14.2% for males). Thus, after Crime and Violence, this is the next category where notable numbers of female news subjects are to be found.
Next for females, stories on Politics, Economics, Legal Issues, Science & Health  each account for approximately one in ten females. 
For male news subjects, after Crime and Violence, the next biggest category is Politics & Government which account for 16.9% of all males.  Next, Economics as well as Social & Development Issues each accounts for a further 14.2% of males, followed by Legal Issues (11.9%)
Table  5. Females and Males in News Stories on Politics, Social Issues and Economics

	TOPIC
	Sub Topic
	% of all FEMALES appearing in this topic
	% of all MALES who appear in this topic

	POLITICS 

	Local politics & local govt. and inter-national politics
	 10.6% of all females
	16.9% of all males

	SOCIAL & DEVELOPMENT

	Social & develop-ment, education, family, culture & religion, human rights
	 19.7% of all females

	 14.2% of all males


	LEGAL


	Legislation, legal system, judiciary


	11.7% of females

	11.9% of males


	ECONOMICS

	Economic policies &  indicators, economic crisis, business & finance, transport
	6.9
	10.0

	
	Labour issues
	2.1
	2.7

	
	Rural Economy
	1.6
	1.5

	
	
	Economy – 10.6% of  all females
	Economy – 14.2% of all males


In the category of Economy, it is to be noted that the sub-topic of Rural Economy accounts for just 1.6% of females and 1.5% of males.
Table 6 shows that Science, Technology & Health accounts for 11.2% of all females compared to 6.5% of all males. 
Celebrity & Media issues account for 9% of all females, compared to 2.1% of all males. The proportions of males are small because the most males appear in the topics seen above (Crime, Politics, Economics).  
Table 6:  Females and Males in Other Story Topics
	TOPIC
	Sub topics
	% of females in this topic
	% of males in this topic

	SCIENCE & HEALTH
	Science & Technology,   Medicine, Health & Safety HIV
	11.2%

	6.5%

	CELEBRITY
	Celebrity stories, media, arts, sports
	9%


	2.1%


Overall, it can be noted that there is a significant disparity between the presence of news actors in stories on Crime and Violence (32% of all males, 24% of females) compared to their lower presence in stories on  other topics of  importance to  national development  such as the Economy, Health, Social & Development issues, and Education. 

F.  Occupations of Females and Males in News

For both females and males appearing in the news,  a small number of  occupational categories  account for the majority of people. But these occupational categories differ for females and males. 
For females, the most frequent category of occupation is “no occupation stated”.  This category accounts for over 1 in 4 (29.8%) of all females who appear in the news (or nearly 1 in 3). In contrast this category applies to 12.8% of males - less than half as many. While ‘no occupation stated’ is the most frequent ‘occupation’ for females, it is the second most frequent ‘occupation’ for males.   

For males the most frequent occupation is Government Minister, Spokesperson or Politician,  accounting  for nearly one-third of all males in the news (32.4%).  In comparison, this occupational category accounts for 13.8% of females and reflects the gender disparities in political representation in Jamaica.  This Government/Politician occupational category of is the second most frequent one for females.
The third most frequent occupation for females is lawyer or judge (7.4% of all females). This finding may relate to the high number of stories on crime and violence.  Next for females is the category of Civil Society/Activist/ Trade Union worker (5.9%) followed by Health Worker/Social Worker (4.8%). (see Table 7a below)
For males the third most frequent occupation is Police/Military which accounts for 11.7% of males followed by the category of ‘criminal or suspected criminal’ (7.3%).  Both these occupational categories are related to the high numbers of stories on crime and violence. Next for males, is the occupation of Business Person/Manager, which accounts for 5.4% of males (compared to 3.7% of females). (see Table 7b below)

Table 7a.   Occupation of Females in News
	Occupation 

 
	Percentage of all females

in this occupation

	Occupation not stated (inc. retired with no occupation given)
	29.8 %

	Govt. Politician, Minister
	13.8%

	Lawyer, judge
	7.4%

	Activist, civil society, NGO, trade union
	5.9%

	Health worker, doctor, social worker
	4.8

	Student
	4.8

	Celebrity, artist, actor, singer
	4.3

	Govt. employee, public servant
	4.3

	Parent, homemaker
	4.3

	Business person, manager, executive
	3.7

	Tradesperson, driver, labourer, artisan
	3.2

	child
	3.2

	Unemployed
	2.7

	Teacher, academic
	2.1

	Media professional
	1.6

	Police, military, fire officer
	1.1

	Farmer, fisher, agriculture
	1.1 

	Criminal, suspect
	1.1 

	Office or service worker
	<1%


Table 7b.  Occupation of Males in News
	Occupation 
	Percentage of all males

in this category of occupation

	Govt., Politician, Minister
	32.4 %

	Occupation not stated
	12.8

	Police, military, fire officer
	11.7

	Criminal, suspect 
	7.3

	Business person, manager, exec
	5.4

	Govt. employee, public servant
	4.4%

	Lawyer, judge, 
	3.1

	Farmer, fisher, agriculture
	3.3

	Student of Child
	2.9

	Health worker, doctor, social worker
	2.7

	Celebrity, artist, sport celebrity
	2.9

	Activist, civil society, NGO, trade union
	1.9

	Religious figure
	1.7

	Student
	1.7

	Tradesperson, driver, labourer, artisan
	1.7

	Sportsperson
	1.1

	Science, technology, engineer
	<1%

	Teacher, academic
	“ 

	Office or service worker
	“ 

	Unemployed
	“


G. Portraying People in the News as Victims and/or Survivor :

The total number of persons portrayed as Victims was 117 of the 666 persons in the news.  While mostly these were victims of accidents, crime or violence, there were a few cases where persons were portrayed as victims (or survivors) of economic or other circumstances.  
There was a slightly higher proportion of females portrayed as victims (one in five), compared to the proportion of males portrayed as victims (one in six) :
· 19.7% of all female news subjects  were portrayed as victims

· 16.7% of all male news subjects  were portrayed as victims.


Overall, very few persons were portrayed as survivors. Females were more likely to be portrayed as survivors: 
· Of all female news subjects,  7.4% were portrayed as survivors

· Of all male  news subjects,  5.2 % were portrayed as survivors.
H.   Identifying Women and Men by Family Relationship





Family relationship was mentioned three times as often for females compared to males. Thus, over one in four (22.7%)  females  had family relationships mentioned, compared to  7.3% of males.    
Table 8:  Gender and   Family Relationship mentioned
 
Stated Family
    
% of news actors with
 
Relationship
  
  family relationship stated

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
# of Females
      42
  
 22.3% of females 
# of Males 
      35
   
7.3% of males  

Are the categories of  ‘Family Relationship’ and 'Victim' related?  
At least half of  news subjects for whom 'family relationship' is mentioned, also appear as a 'victim' of some kind: 

· 62% of females with family relationship stated, also appear as victims.


· 48.5% of males with family relationship stated, also appear as victims


What is the implication of this relationship between portrayal of victim status and mention of family relationship?

J. Function in Story

People appeared in the news with a variety of functions, such as  subject of the news, spokesperson, expert, eye witness or provider of personal experience.  The gender disparity in overall appearance is reflected in the findings that 75% of spokespersons are male (25% female)  and 72% of experts are male (28% are female). Females are slightly more represented amongst those giving personal experience (60% male, 40% female).

Overall however, when females do appear in the news, there is similarity in the functions of females and males. Most people appear as ‘subject of the news’, while just 14% appear as ‘expert’ .
K. Do stories challenge of reinforce gender stereotypes ?
The news stories were examined in relation to whether they challenged or did not challenge traditional gender stereotypes. It was found that only 3.4% of stories challenged gender stereotypes:

· Percentage of news stories challenging gender stereotypes -
 3.4%

· Percentage of stories  not challenging  gender stereotypes    -
46.4%

· Stories neither challenging nor reinforcing stereotypes 
    -
50.2%


Stereotypes were prevalent in stories on Crime & Violence.  Examples of stories challenging or reinforcing stereotypes are on pp. 27-30.
L. How often were women central to the story?

Given the under representation of women, it is relevant to examine how often women are central to the story. It was found that women were central to 15.8% of all stories, thematically rather than numerically. 
Thus, despite the fact that women are under-represented numerically, there are stories where women are central.  However, the 15.8% of stories where women are central, contrasts with only 3.4% of stories that actually challenge stereotypes. This suggests that women may appear as central to a story but  they do so in traditional ways which do not  challenge gender stereotypes. This stereotypical portrayal may relate to their occupation, role, the story topic, etc.
Topics where women were central : Of the 55 stories in which women were central, Crime & Violence accounted for 29% of these stories. 
Table 9. Story topics where women were central
  29% - 
Crime and Violence.
  22% - 
Social and Legal

  18% - 
Politics

  11%  – 
Science & Health

    9% -  
Economy

     (very small percentages in other areas)
5. Discussion of some Findings
STORY TOPICS
· Key questions arise relating to the focus on Crime and Violence in the news. Other Jamaican researchers have also questioned the serious imbalance between violence and other news topics (eg. C. Barnes 2006, A. Pottinger 2003, Women’s Media Watch 2000).  
· For example, what are the implications of the fact that there are approximately twice as many stories on Crime & Violence than Economics, given that the latter is expected to fuel national development? 
· In the present sample, what is the significance of the imbalance between Crime and Violence (30% of news stories) and Education (less than 1.5%), or Science and Health (8.4%) or Social & Development Issues (12.4%) ? Despite the need to report on crime, there are no doubt many important stories to tell about the financial, economic, technological, scientific , educational and cultural sectors of society.\

· Within the Crime & Violence category, a preoccupation with political scandals resulted in several main stories featuring a former minister of state and a high ranking police officer embroiled in corruption cases
· Sexual violence and gender-based violence factored very little in the news on Crime and Violence. Yet, according to the Police and other agencies the incidence of sexual violence is high in Jamaica. To what extent does the under-reporting of sexual violence to the Police account for this relative absence from the news? 
· When the Jamaica findings are compared with world wide data from the Global Media Monitoring (GMMP preliminary results for 2009-10) , the following can be noted:
· The Jamaican data shows a lower proportion of stories on Economy (15.8%) compared to the global average of 18%.
· The Jamaican data shows a higher proportion (30%) of stories on Crime and Violence compared to the global average of 20%. The  Caribbean Region also has a higher proportion (23%) than other regions of the world.  
· Given the amount of space and time devoted to Crime and Violence,, the particular manner in which these issues are treated becomes significant, i.e. the informational value and quality of coverage. Previous researchers (eg. T. Heron 2007, C. Barnes 2006, A. Pottinger 2003) have commented on weak investigative journalism, lack of information on the health, economic or development context of violence, and more. 
· The current findings provide further insights into some of these concerns about quality of coverage, such as who reporters choose as sources and how reporters portray these sources, i.e. the actual people who appear in the news.  The many imbalances that emerge in news coverage have implications for  how citizens understand and respond to issues, including issues of social and gender justice or injustice.  
REPORTERS

· There are more male than female identified reporters (females 40%, males 60%) – though it is to be noted that only a little over half (55%) of the reporters were identifiable.  
· This finding is similar to the gender ratio among Reporters in the GMMP Caribbean Region data for 2005 (41:59 female to male)
· In this current Jamaican sample, the gender disparity means that more male than female reporters’ names accompanied the news stories in the print media. What newspaper policies are  reflected in this finding? 
REPRESENTATION of WOMEN and MEN in the NEWS 
· Women constitute half the population yet make up only 28% of people featured in the news. There are more than twice as many males than females (ratio of 28 females to 72 males).  There are no major news topics in which women outnumber men as news-makers. This finding of males dominating the news is similar to the GMMP data for 1995, 2000, 2005 and 2009 .  
· The only topic in which there are more women than men is in ‘Celebrities/ Media/Arts’ – but this topic accounted for less than 3% of the overall  sample of news storeis. 

· While this under-representation of women is also found in the GMMP global data, the Jamaican news shows slightly less gender disparity at 28% females to  72% males.  In comparison, the most recent GMMP global data showed one female per three males (24:76).  This was a notable improvement on the 1995 global data of less than one female to four males (17:83).
· The current Jamaican data also show a slightly better gender balance than the Caribbean Region findings (2005) which had 25% females and 75% males.
· Overall there is similarity in the functions of females and males in the news. Most people appear as ‘subject of the news’, while just 14% appear as ‘expert’ (whether female or male). However, due to the overall under representation of females, it is the voices of men who are heard overall as  ‘spokespersons’ and ‘experts’ (75% and 72% male, respectively). 
JOURNALISTIC PRACTICE: PORTRAYAL of WOMEN and MEN in the NEWS
· Reporters are using a very limited range of sources for their news stories. There is a domination of male Politicians, Government Spokespersons, Police, Military and Judiciary, who together account for nearly half (47.1%) of all males in the news.  This goes hand in hand with a very low representation of both women and men in  any of the many other possible occupational categories.  For example, ‘Businessperson’ (from microentrepreneur to corporate manager) accounts for only 5.4% of men and 3.7% of women. Similarly, agriculture or tradesperson accounts for only 5% of men, and 4.3% of women. 

· What is the implication of this lack of balance, given the reality that Jamaican men and women are active in many sectors – and that their contributions may deserve recognition by the national media?  As noted in the GMMP 2009 (preliminary report) “the picture painted through the news on the occupations of news subjects is discordant with the reality.’

· When the under-representation of women is accompanied by the finding that for nearly  one in three women (30%) no occupation is given, the ‘under-representation’ takes on new meaning. 
In view of this numerical under-represented in the news, what is the significance of the fact so many women are portrayed without  any occupation?  The reality is that in Jamaica women  have high rates of participation in the labour force and head nearly half the households in Jamaica (over 50% in the Kingston area) and many do have an occupation. Does this absence of  information about women’s occupations contribute to a devaluing of women’s role in economic and social development  whether at the community level, or  national level?  Is it that reporters do not view many of the occupations of grass-roots  women as legitimate occupations – eg.  vendor  or other microentreprenuer? A comparable ‘low skilled’ man might  be called ‘casual labourer’ and therefore accorded an occupation. 
· Females are three times more likely than males to be identified by  family relationship (nearly 23% of females;  7% of males.) This finding is similar to the GMMP global data though less pronounced: in the global data women are five (5) times more likely than men to be portrayed in their roles as mothers, wives or in terms of other family relationship .

· Thus, for a significant number of women, is their status deemed to derive from their relationship to others? For these women, is it from their status as wife or mother rather than from their own autonomous being, that a woman draws her ‘newsworthiness’? 
· On the other hand, does the finding that only 7% of males are described in terms of family relationship contribute to a traditional perception that family is less important  to males than females? Does it serve to devalue the importance of family in the lives of males? 
· There was a high proportion of both females and males portrayed as victims, with a slightly higher proportion of females (one in five or 19.7%) compared to the proportion of male victims (one in six or 16.7%).  The proportion in the Jamaican data is similar to the GMMP global data for women (19%) but is double the  GMMP ‘victim’ rate for men.  The Jamaican findings with high rates of both female and male ‘victims’ is related to the high number of stories on crime and violence.  These are the stories that account for many of the women in the news - are women sometimes pushed to the ‘frontline’ to talk about the incident because there is more sympathy to hearing a woman’s voice?
· Given the general under-representation of women, what is the implication of the fact that when they do appear, one in five is portrayed as a victim? This portrayal contrasts with the reality that Jamaican women are well represented in the labour force, in political activity, in community development – i.e. the reality of their lives is not one of ‘victimhood’.  Does the ‘victim’ portrayal present a form of gender stereotyping that fails to reflect the real participation of women in Jamaican society, their agency and their contribution to all sectors?
STORIES REINFORCING or CHALLENGING GENDER STEREOTYPES

· Only a few stories  (3.4%)  challenge gender stereotypes. Such news items tend to overturn prevalent assumptions about women and/or men - in relation to attributes, areas of competence, interests and concerns. This finding is similar to the 2005 GMMP global data (3%) but lower than the 2009 GMMP finding of 8% of stories challenging gender stereotypes.  
· An example of a story that challenges stereotypes appeared in the Gleaner on July 9, 2009 “Making Life in the Gorge” (see Appendices p.27 ). The story features a female fruit vendor who is portrayed as resourceful, determined and who has managed to send her daughter to university. The writer gives recognition to the vendor’s occupation (“the briefcases they take to work are buckets with neatly stacked mangoes and other fruits”).
· It is of concern that nearly half (46%) of all stories did not challenge gender stereotypes and in fact, often reinforced stereotypes. Stereotypes were fairly prevalent in stories on crime and violence. Examples are on pp. 28-29 in the Appendices. The tendency particularly in the Star newspaper, was to use police reports (‘crime fillers’) with little  investigation, with little analysis of the health, economic or development  context, little reference to violence as violations of human rights. 
· Other gender stereotypes related to sexuality, sexual abuse, gender and class.  This suggests that there is still a long way to go in removing the gender stereotypes that persist in the news media.
· Women were found to be central to 15.8% of all stories, not necessarily numerically but rather thematically – a finding similar to the global GMMP proportion of 16%.  Thus despite the fact that women are under-represented numerically, there are some stories where women are central.  However, the proportion of 15.8% where women are central, contrasts with only 3.4% of stories that challenge stereotypes. 
· This suggests that although women may appear as central to a story, they appear in traditional ways which do not  challenge gender stereotypes. One third of the stories where women are central, were on crime and violence, where women were often portrayed in some form of ‘victim’ role.  The stereotypical portrayal of women may also relate to their occupation, or any other aspect of their representation in the news story.
6.  Recommendations
· Sources: 
Reporters need to vary the sources in their stories. Apart from the ‘official’ or government sources,  there are many well informed citizens (women and men) whose diverse perspectives on many issues can give depth and balance to a story.

· Coverage of crime and violence: 
Despite efforts by media houses to be more socially responsive and sensitive in coverage, there needs to be:

· more consistent editorial policy to ensure socially responsible coverage  of crime and violence (that does not serve to reproduce violence nor perpetuate the normalization of violence).
· training for journalists in the reporting of crime and violence; this can involve media institutions ( eg PAJ, MAJ, CARIMAC) as well as  and NGOs and non-state actors with expertise .
· training in how to be more creative and balanced in reporting; how to choose angles to report on; how to incorporate social and developmental issues in such stories ; how to begin to look at solutions rather than merely stating the problem over and over.
· Gender-aware journalism: 
To avoid the perpetuation of the unequal gender order  through the use of stereotypes and other forms of gender discrimination:
· provide gender training for media professionals at all levels 

· Integrate gender-aware practices in professional journalism and throughout the media industry

· Introduce gender-aware policies in media houses.
· Local Codes of Practice for Journalists:  
Ensure  there is adherence to these codes (through training and advocacy).

7. Conclusion 

The GMMP 2005 Global Report states that: 

“the 'mirror' of the world provided by the news distorts reality, inflating the importance of certain groups, while pushing others to the margins.” 

The data from the local Jamaican survey paint a similar picture in that news coverage is dominated by the activities and perspectives of a small sector of the population – primarily male government spokespersons and  secondly, victims and witnesses to crime and violence.
When it comes to reflecting women and women's viewpoints, there is considerable gender disparity, numerically and in terms of treatment. 
There is also lack of diversity in representing both women and men. 

The 2005 GMMP data suggested that despite the gender imbalances in many of the areas of inquiry, exemplary examples of gender balanced and gender aware journalism can be seen in the region, including in Jamaica.  Though this aspect of the analysis will be more challenging, it is hoped that as we move to the qualitative level of analysis of the data, we will find some examples to highlight in this area. 
___________

©  Women’s Media Watch-Jamaica
March 2010
REFERENCES
Beijing Platform for Action, Section J, United Nations 1995
Barnes, Corinne  (2006) “News Media Coverage of Violence in Jamaica: A content analysis”, forthcoming in Media Violence, Marjan de Bruin and Claude Robinson (eds) 2010 Arawak Publications
Gallagher, Margaret, Global Media Monitoring : Women’s Participation in the News, GMMP Report 1995, pub. World Association for Christian Communication
Heron, Taitu “Gender and Media Representations of Sexual Violence Against Children in Jamaica” presented at Caribbean Child Research Conference,  2007, Kingston, Jamaica and forthcoming in International Journal of Child Rights and Research, Volume 18, 2010 
Pottinger, Audrey, “Audience Perception of Coverage of Violence in Prime Time News and the Print Media” presented at Seminar on ‘Coverage of Crime and Violence in the Jamaican Media”, CARIMAC/MSB, UWI Mona 2003

Who Makes the News 2005, Report of the Global Media Monitoring Project, 2005, World Association for Christian Communication
Who Makes the News, Global Media Monitoring Project 2009-2010, Preliminary Report, World Association for Christian Communication

Women’s Media Watch-Jamaica, Whose Perspective? A Guide to Gender-aware Analysis of Media Content, 1998 and 2010 (forthcoming)

Women’s Media Watch-Jamaica,  The Portrayal of Violence in the Media to Jamaican Youth : A Content Analysis, unpublished, 2000
Appendices
SAMPLE NEWS STORY CHALLENGING GENDER STEREOTPYES
Making life in the gorge

Published: Thursday | July 9, 2009


Gareth Manning, Gleaner Writer
Yvonne Ellitson, mother of three, shows off her stock of mangoes. Ellitson is a vendor in the Bog Walk gorge in St Catherine. - Norman Grindley/Chief Photographer 

They are there every time you drive by, stretching out their arms, hoping you'll buy some of their produce.
Women mostly, but children too.  Some people tend to think of them as pests, winding up their windows as they drive by or simply looking the other way and ignoring them.

Very hard-working
However, that has not fazed the persistent vendors in the Bog Walk gorge in St Catherine. They hold their heads high and think of themselves as hard-working like anyone else. Their jobs are even a little more dangerous and stressful than most might believe. Unlike many of us, they have no lunch or coffee breaks on the job and no comfy office seats.

The briefcases they take to work are just buckets with neatly stacked mangoes and other fruits or soft drinks.

For them, work has no boundaries. In just the blink of an eye, a vendor can transform his occupation into something completely different if a life depends on it.

Yvonne Ellitson, a mother of three, has been one of those vendors. Ask her how long she has been there and you'll get this response. "Me de yah from mi inna mi mother womb," she said. She's been hit by a car, robbed and insulted by passers-by, but she keeps at it. With her very limited education, it is the only career she has known, and it is what her children depend on.

By just selling mangoes and a few other seasonal fruit, such as sweetsop and guinep, from her stall in the corner of a rock, she has sent all her three children to school.That includes putting a daughter through university without the assistance of a student loan.

Ellitson is in the gorge from 8 every morning until dark trying to entreat her speeding customers to buy. "Mi haffi mek my children get weh me never get," the 39-year-old single mother said.
JAMAICA STAR
Man charged with girlfriend's murder       

July 20, 2009

A 31-year-old man has been formally charged with the murder of his 45-year-old girlfriend who reportedly died during a domestic dispute at New Holland, St Elizabeth, a little over a week ago. 
Charged with murder is Leon Parker, a porter of Ginger Hill also in the parish. He was charged on the weekend in connection with the July 9 murder of Sharon Richard. 

According to police reports, the two were involved in a heated argument after Richard is said to have expressed feelings that she wanted to end their relationship. 

A fight reportedly ensued, during which a knife was brought into play and Richard was stabbed three times in the chest. She died on the spot. 

Upon their arrival to the murder scene, investigators say residents spoke of hearing screams coming from the home which the two shared.  Residents also claimed to have seen Parker running from the home with a knife in his hand. 

He was taken into custody shortly after the incident

FREAKY GIRLS STALK WOMEN UPTOWN July 24, 2009 
It is common to hear of men making sexual advances to women that walk pass them; however, in a section of Grateful Hill in Red Hills, St Andrew, things are a bit different. 
THE WEEKEND STAR has learnt that a group of women from the community have been posting themselves on corners and have been preying on other women as they pass by. 

Residents claim that the actions of these women are not limited to just words. They even go as far as to touch the passing women on their buttocks. 

The situation, residents say, is becoming annoying and dangerous, to say the least. According to them, it is only a matter of time until someone gets seriously hurt. 

As a matter of fact, at least two women have already been injured during alter-cations with those who tried to 'hit' on them. 

THE WEEKEND STAR got a chance to see the women in action last weekend during a visit to the community. 

A party which was in session received little attention from the team after two women were seen locked in a corner, while one whispered in the other's ear. 

One of the women did a good job of trying to look like a male clad in a baseball cap, T-shirt, baggy jeans, high-top sneakers and a kerchief which hung from one of her back pockets. … (continued)

MAN SLAPS WOMAN 'DEAF' - Eardrum ruptured after boxing incident 





July 24, 2009

The term "box yuh deaf yuh" took on a literal meaning earlier this week after a truck driver did exactly that to his female co-worker. 

The driver slapped the woman with such force that she can now only hear slightly out of one of her ear. 

Information reaching THE STAR is that a truck driver employed to a Corporate Area trucking company, Seymore Wallace, recently had an altercation with the company secretary Stephanie Stewart about engine oil when things went wrong. 

Wallace's side of the story states that he had approached Stewart on the morning of the incident requesting some oil for his truck when she got boisterous. He said he tried to tell her to calm down but instead she hurled expletives at him. It was at this point, the man says, that he hit the woman out of anger. 

Stewart's version, however, was the opposite. The lady said that Wallace did in fact ask her for engine oil but she questioned him about 10 gallons she had given him two days before and he got boisterous. She said she told him one expletive after he got enraged and the man outstretched both arms and slapped her on both sides of her face at the same time. Stewart said she immediately fell to the ground. 

When both parties appeared in court on the matter yesterday, a medical certificate revealed that one of Stewart's eardrums had been ruptured as a result of the slap. 

Wallace, who was facing charges of unlawful wounding and assault occasioning grievous bodily harm, was sentenced to nine months' imprisonment at hard labour.

Man charged with girlfriend's murder 
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	Broad STORY Topic
	# stories
	Subtopic 
	# stories
	%
	

	Politics & Government
	52
	 
	 
	16.1
	

	Women in Political power
	 
	1
	4
	 
	

	Domestic politics, local govt
	 
	4
	26
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	5
	4
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	10
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	34
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	Legal system, judiciary, 
	 
	35
	9
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	36
	30
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	37
	50
	 
	

	violent crimes
	 
	38
	7
	 
	

	gender violence, rape, trafficking
	 
	39
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	child abuse, sexual violence agnst childn.
	 
	40
	3
	 
	

	war, terrorism
	 
	41
	2
	 
	

	riots, public disorder
	 
	42
	4
	 
	

	disaster,accident
	 
	43
	18
	 
	

	other crime, violence
	 
	44
	8
	 
	

	Celebrity, Arts, Media & Sports
	9
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	celebrity news inc royalty
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	3
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	2
	 
	

	Media, internet, portrayals
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	9-Jul
	Gleaner
	13
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	6
	 
	5
	3
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	2
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	9
	1
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	8
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	0
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	Gleaner
	11
	4
	3
	17
	9
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	Star
	9
	3
	 
	15
	3
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	females
	 
	 
	188
	28.2
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	%
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	80
	16.7
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	37
	19.7
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	%
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	% of female portrayed as survivors
	7.4
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	Family
	% of news actors with
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	# of Males 
	35
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	42
	22.7
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	in topic
	in topic

	1
	3
	5
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	4
	49
	10
	59
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	3
	2
	5
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	10
	2
	12
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	0
	5
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
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	1
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	20
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	4
	17
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	1
	14
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	5
	4
	9
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	0
	1
	1
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	13
	3
	1
	4
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	13
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	17
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	7
	3
	10
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	
	

	16
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	2
	14
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	20
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	4
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	9
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	21
	4
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	2
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	20
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	36
	64
	15
	79
	 
	 

	Soc & Leg
	125
	59
	 
	26.2
	31.4

	
	
	
	
	
	

	37
	83
	18
	101
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	38
	12
	4
	16
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	39 GBV
	5
	6
	11
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	
	

	40 svac
	7
	1
	8
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	
	

	41
	5
	1
	6
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	
	

	42
	8
	1
	9
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	
	

	43 dis/acc
	21
	12
	33
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	44
	11
	2
	13
	 
	 

	Crime & V
	152
	45
	 
	31.8
	23.9

	
	
	
	
	
	

	45
	2
	12
	14
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	46
	4
	3
	7
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	48
	4
	1
	5
	 
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	49
	0
	1
	1
	 
	 

	Celeb & M
	10
	17
	 
	2.1
	9.0

	
	
	
	
	
	

	51
	11
	6
	17
	 
	 

	Girl Child
	11
	6
	 
	2.3
	3.2

	Total
	 
	 
	666
	 
	 


	code
	Function in Story
	Total
	Males
	% Male
	Females
	% Female

	0
	Do not know
	6
	3
	
	3
	

	1
	subject
	379
	277
	73.1
	102
	26.9

	2
	spokesperson
	125
	94
	75.2
	31
	24.8

	3
	expert
	97
	70
	72.2
	27
	27.8

	4
	personal experience
	43
	26
	60.5
	17
	39.5

	5
	eye witness
	8
	5
	
	3
	

	6
	popular opinion
	6
	2
	
	4
	

	7
	other
	2
	1
	
	1
	

	
	 
	666
	478
	
	188
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